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What Home Experts Are Doing To
Transition From Fall To Winter
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If vou live in a region of the country with a seasonal climate, you are likely accustomed to transitional tasks like shifting your wardrobe accordingly with
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the weather. But if you also own your own home, then you’re likely aware that there’s much more involved in transitioning from fall to winter than simply
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pulling out sweaters and coats and swapping out home decor.

We asked home experts to weigh in on some of the most important things to do as fall turns into winter. Here’s what they had to say.

Complete Seasonal Home Maintenance Tasks

Aside from your regular cleaning duties, some seasonal fasks should be on your list as the transition to winter begins, according to Ronnie Kendrick,
founder of CompanvClean in Highlands Ranch, Colorado.

Remove Soot From Your Fireplace

It's a good idea to call in a chimney professional to make sure your fireplace is in good working order before you set up your first fire, but now is also the

time to give it a good cleaning. Kendrick recommends a mix of dish soap, white vinegar and water, especially for cleaning the glass.

Apply some of the mixture, let it sit for a bit and then scrub gently. “This trick is perfect for wood and log fireplaces to keep that glass soot-free, and it's

safer for gas fireplaces because you don't want to accidentally spray flammable cleaners onto the pilot light,” he says.

Deep Clean Your Kitchen

Especially if you're hosting for the holidavs, late fall is prime time for a deep clean of your kitchen. Aside from normal cleaning tasks like wiping down
surfaces and appliances and mopping the floor, Kendrick recommends engaging the self-cleaning option on your oven. Be sure to declutter the fridge and

tfreezer to get rid of odors—and perhaps even more importantly, make room for holiday treats.

Steam Clean Rugs

After a thorough vacuuming, wash area rugs and either hire a professional or rent a steamer to clean vour carpets. “With winter, you’ll be spending more

time indoors,” says Kendrick. “It’s key to keep those allergens at bay.”

Service the HVAC

Leave any major maintenance to the heating and cooling pros, but Kendrick reminds homeowners that they can clean air vents and swap out the filters on

their own to maintain good air quality in the home.

Protect Your Home From Pests

“As the weather continues to cool down and we transition from fall to winter, pests and rodents will seek shelter in our homes as they are looking for

warmth and access to food,” according to Scot Hodges, VP of Technical Services and Professional Development at Arrow Exterminators. Here’s what he
suggests:

® Seal off cracks and holes around the perimeter of your home, including the roof and around pipes.

® Make sure your storage boxes have tight lids and are stored off the floor.

® (Clean and secure outdoor cooking appliances.

* Move bird feeders away from windows.

* Don’t leave your pet’s water or food outside.

® Tightly secure garbage can lids.

Revamp Seasonal Home Decor
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Seasonal home transitions aren’t limited to protective maintenance. The fun part of being a homeowner also means that you get to swap out home

decorations and furnishings each season as you see fit.

Focus on Texture

Even if your budget won’t permit you to replace all of your home decor and accessories, there are some small things that you can do to usher in the winter
season for your home. :ledad Alzaga of Soledad Alzaga Interior Desizn recommends swapping out pillow covers for chunky textured ones in warm
colors. Got a collection of throw blankets stored in a bin? Bring them out and drape them over sofas and chairs—you can even fold them neatly in baskets

throughout your home, Alzaga advises.

Declutter

Of course, if you have too many baskets, pillows or throw blankets, take time to declutter before winter, says Olivia Parks, Owner & Lead Organizer at
Professional Organizer New Orleans. She explains the process of decluttering as “carefully evaluating items that no longer serve a purpose or fit the
upcoming season’s needs.” Aside from sorting through fall decor, Parks recommends taking another look at your winter wardrobe and outdoor

equipment to decide what you’ll keep and what should be donated or discarded.

“I like using this time to clear physical space and mentally prepare for the cozy winter months and the new year,” says Parks, adding that as the holidays
approach, many more new things tend to come into our homes—anything from gifts to items purchased for hosting family and friends. “Taking this time

to declutter items you no longer use will create more space in your home and help you avoid getting overwhelmed,” she says.

Follow these tips to achieve a clean, cozy and clutter-free house, and you’ll be ready for winter.
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