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FOOD // HOME & GARDEN

Soledad Alzaga turns renovation know-how into design
biz
S::;h;l::rih Le, Freelance Writer @ @ @

»

Interior designer Soledad Alzaga stands in two of her favorite rooms at her San Francisco, Calif. home Thursday February 12, 2014.

Brant Ward/The Chronicle

After years of fixing up properties - some to live in, some to sell - in 2009, Soledad Alzaga had that lightbulb moment. A
friend who witnessed the renovation and decorating job that Alzaga completed on her San Francisco Victorian asked for
her help. "I thought, T have contractors that I trust and like working with; I know the vendors, the artisans; I have all this

experience and knowledge from doing it for so long for myself - why not do it for other people?' " says Alzaga.

"The following week, I went to City Hall and opened my company. The next day I was in business - and have not stopped

since."”

Her namesake practice (at www.soledadalzaga.com) is currently handling five residential projects in San Francisco, along

with another in New York. "I think that people see my work and think I am eclectic, elegant, maybe a bit different - that I
like mixing old and new, and use textures with textiles and tone-on-tone patterns,” she says. "I have been told more than

once that I have a South American/international flair in my style.” (That could be owing to her Argentine upbringing.)

"My approach with clients is very personal,” says Alzaga. "I want to know how they live and use their spaces, and what they
like and dislike.” In that Victorian that played such a significant role in her current career, her family's approach to living is
that no space is off limits. Adds the mother of three: "My sofas have tailored white slipcovers that can easily be washed if

there is a chocolate-milk spill."

The Alzaga cheat sheet
Shop locally: "Past Perfect on Lombard Street has many vendors under one roof. I have found some amazing Milo

Baughman arm chairs, crystal chandeliers, an assortment of bar carts and some midcentury lamps at great prices." (

www.pastperfectsf.com)

Extra, extra: "] always encourage people to buy extra material and Keep it stored just in case - for example, if a tile breaks
or you need to patch a wood floor. In my own home, I bought painted concrete Mexican tiles for the entry and made the
mistake of not buying extras. I thought I could always get more if needed, but the company I worked with went under and
with that the possibility of getting the same tile in the same color. Now I have a couple of cracked tiles - which add a
charming, old look - but I wish I had replacements.”

Pro tip: "When you're undertaking a home project, keep a log of paint colors, materials, sources, vendors, etc. It seems
obvious, but not a lot of people do it. Contractors Keep this info for every project, but the homeowner should have a copy in
case something needs to be fixed years later.”

Words of wisdom: "Keep pieces you like and have history and meaning to you. Don't hold on to things that don't make
sense or don't have a function. Beautiful things have the function of making you happy when you see them. So even if they
don't serve any tangible purpose, you should still have them around.”

Book it: "Nowadays, everybody is reading on tablets and are not buying paper books anymore. But I like using books when
decorating. It adds interest, texture and layers to spaces. It also says a lot about the homeowners and their interests. "The
American Art Book"” (Phaidon Press, June 2001) and "The 20th Century Art Book" (Phaidon Press, March 1999) are among
my favorite coffee table books; they are full of useful information and inspiration, and are decorative as well. But you can't

go wrong with a good photography book on a subject that you're into - like cars, furniture and fashion."

A few favorites
0l1d and new: " like using modern sofas, like those by Minotti and B&B Italia, in neutral colors as the big pieces in a living

room. I then use old pieces, such as an Indian bed made of wood as a coffee table or a gold antique mirror, to bring some
layers and life into a space. It's all about contrast.”

High-impact art: "When it comes to art, I'm partial to using big pieces instead of grouping small pieces - unless it's family
photos or small prints to make a statement wall. My client Stephen Davis chose this picture, and we decided to put it in the
dining room for big impact.”

Battersea: "This San Francisco showroom is where you go to find what you didn't think you needed, but leave with
something you always wanted and didn't know it. You go in looking for a cool coffee table, and you might leave with an
antique leather chair from 1895, an African artifact from the Congo or some amazing mirrors made of albacore shells." (

www.batterseasf.com)

Anh-Minh Le is a Portola Valley freelance writer. E-mail: home@sfchronicle.com
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Anh-Minh Le is a freelance writer specializing in art, design, food and travel. She was the founding editor of Silicon Valley magazine and the cofounder/editor-in-
chief of Anthology magazine. She has written for WS.J Magazine, California Home + Design, Edible Wine Country, SFGATE and the San Francisco Chronicle. She is an
alumna of the UC Berkeley Graduate School of Journalism and lives on the Peninsula.
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